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In this talk I will describe some recent results of my doctoral student Sean Carrell on cer-
tain formal power series solutions to the BKP hierarchy. These are regarded as symmetric
functions, in which the Schur function expansion has Pfaffians as coefficients. An appli-
cation is given to enumerating graphs embedded in nonorientable surfaces, including the
proof of a conjecture of Garoufalidis and Marino concerning asymptotic enumeration.
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